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SUB J : PERCY QOBOZA REQUESTS MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT CARTER 

1 . PERCY QOBOZA, EDITOR OF SOUTH AFRICA’S LARGEST BLACK 
NEWSPAPER, THE WORLD, HAS REQUESTED A MEETING, AND, IF 
POSSIBLE, INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. QOBOZA WILL 
BE IN WASHINGTON ON OTHER BUSINESS STARTING APRIL 30. 

2. PERCY QOBOZA WAS AMONG GROUP OF RSA BLACK LEADERS 
MEETING WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER DURING VISIT TO 
PRETORIA AND IS EDITOR OF ONLY SOUTH AFRICAN DAILY NEWS- 
PAPER AIMED AT BLACK READERS. SINCE RETURNING FROM USA 
WHERE HE SPENT YEAR AS NIEMAN FELLOW FROM 1975-76, 
QOBOZA HAS SPOKEN OUT FORTHRIGHTLY ON CONCERNS OF 
BLACK PERSONS IN THIS COUNTRY. HE HAS GRADUALLY BEEN 
CHANGING CONTENT OF NEWSPAPER THROUGH STRONGER 
POLITICAL EDITORIALS AND MORE COMPLETE NEWS COVERAGE- 
LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL. THIS MORE SERIOUS APPROACH 
HAS STRUCK RESPONSIVE CHORD AMONG BLACKS, AS SHOWN BY 
INCREASING CIRCULATION FIGURES (103,000 IN 1974, 
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160,000 TODAY) WHICH MAKE "THE WORLD" THE SECOND LARGEST 
CIRCULATION DAILY IN THE COUNTRY. 

3. QOBOZA SEES HIMSELF AND HIS PAPER AS THE VOICE FOR 
RSA'S URBAN BLACKS. HIS OUTSPOKENNESS HAS ATTRACTED 
ATTENTION OF SECURITY POLICE WHO PICKED HIM UP FROM 
HIS SOWETO HOME IN DECEMBER AND HELD HIM FOR EIGHT 
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HOURS OF QUESTIONING. THIS DETENTION CAUSED A SIGNED 
PROTEST BY 17 EDITORS OF RSA NEWSPAPERS. 

4. WE ARE NOT AWARE THAT PRESIDENT CARTER IS GRANTING 
APPOINTMENTS TO FOREIGN NEWSMEN. NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE 
BRINGING QOBOZA'S REQUEST TO THE DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION 
IN CASE A BRIEF MEETING BETWEEN QOBOZA AND THE 
PRESIDENT MIGHT BE CONSIDERED USEFUL AS IN THE CASE OF 
CHIEF BUTHELEZI. SHOULD SUCH A MEETING NOT BE 
ARRANGED, WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT QOBOZA BE RECEIVED BY 
WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY IODY POWELL AND, IF THE 
VISIT SHOULD COINCIDE WITH A REGULAR PRESIDENTIAL NEW 
CONFERENCE, THAT QOBOZA BE INVITED TO ATTEND. BOWDLER 
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